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Meeting Held Via Zoom 

MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order via Zoom by RSRPD Director Elaine 
Freeman at 5:31 p.m. In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda 
Bosley, Treasurer Karen Olson, and the following RSRPD Staff: Vice Chair Kate O'Brien, 
Strathearn Historical Park Specialist Carolyn Valdez, Director of Planning and 
Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, and Administrative Secretary Barbara Meinel. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: One member of the public (Emmett Furlong) joined the meeting 
via Zoom at 5:48 p.m. to discuss Item No. XIII. Mr. Furlong was advised by the Chair that 
he would be able to address this item when the Committee was discussing Item No. XIII. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 4, 2021 MEETING: Historical Society 
Treasurer Olson moved to approve the minutes as presented; the minutes were approved 
by a unanimous vote. 

IV. INSPECTION OF THE CHURCH, ADOBE, AND GAZEBO ROOFS DUE TO WIND 
DAMAGE: Historical Society President Bosley asked if the buildings have been inspected 
for damage from the recent wind storms, and Director of Planning and Maintenance 
Nakaoka replied that the park has not been inspected for wind damage. Ms. Bosley then 
stated that she had seen shingles from the adobe, church, and gazebo laying on the ground. 
Nakaoka responded that the Park District will need to do an inspection to view the roof 
damage. He added that the adobe roof is being replaced, so any damage that was caused 
to the adobe roof by the winds will be taken care of when the project commences. 

V. PRINTZ/POWELL HOUSE TERMITE TENTING AND SQUARING OF FRAME: Ms. 
Bosley asked if the Printz-Powell Colony House can be squared as the doors and windows 
in the house are not closing properly. She asked if the house sits on caissons, and stated it 
needs to be leveled so that the doors and windows will close properly 

Ms. O'Brien asked if this problem started before or after the recent windstorms, and Ms. 
Valdez responded that the doors and windows have always been like this. 



Nakaoka stated that the bottom of the building was squared and the first floor was leveled 
when the house was placed on its caisson foundation. He said the doors and windows may 
not be closing properly due to rain (moisture swelling) and not because the building is 
shifting or is crooked. The doors can be shaved to make them close, but the windows will 
need to be removed, which will be a more difficult task. 

Ms. Freeman asked if the house will be tented for termites. Nakaoka responded that Robert 
Mendez, the Park District's Buildings Maintenance Supervisor, is coordinating a five-year 
termite inspection of all the buildings throughout the District, including all the structures 
at Strathearn Historical Park. Mendez is hiring Premium Termite and Pest Control of Long 
Beach to do the inspections. 

Ms. Bosley added that before work is started on the interior of the Printz-Powell Colony 
House, it must be checked for termites. 

VI. ADOBE ROOF REPLACEMENT UPDATE: Nakaoka told the Committee that the 
contract for the project has been issued. It will take a little longer than expected to start 
the project as there will be about a four-week delay in receiving the special roofing 
material. It is anticipated that work on the project will begin during the first week of 
March, and the project is to be completed within 21 calendar days per the terms of the 
contract. In the meantime, the roof is covered with plastic to protect it from rain. 

Ms. Bosley asked if the contract with Chapman Roof Co. includes the cost of the materials, 
and Nakaoka responded that it does. 

Director Freeman added that she is glad the project was approved, as the Adobe is the 
oldest remaining standing structure in Simi Valley, and is one of the oldest buildings still 
standing in the state. 

VII. ADOBE NORTH WALL DAMAGE: Ms. Bosley reported that she had spoken with John 
McCall of Eagle Restoration, and he should be able to visit the park in the near future and 
give an estimate of the cost to repair the adobe north wall. Nakaoka responded that he 
would like a copy of the estimate when she receives it. 

VIII. UPDATE ON TREES IN STRA THEARN PARK: Ms. Bosley stated that she has not had 
an opportunity to meet with Sr. Maintenance Grounds Supervisor Krieger regarding adding 
trees in the park. Nakaoka replied that there is a Sycamore tree being stored at the Activity 
Center for Strathearn Park. Ms. Bosley added that she believes this tree will be placed in 
front of the Strathearn House. 

IX. STRATEGIC OPENING SUPPLEMENTAL PLAN UPDATE: Ventura County is still in 
the purple tier due to COVID-19, so the park is still in the same position. All buildings are 
closed and there are no tours. People are permitted to walk around the park between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on weekdays and I p.m. and 4 p.m. on weekends, as long as they are socially 
distanced and are following all state and county COVID-19 regulations. 
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X. JANUARY 26, 2021 MEETING: RSRPD AND SIMI VALLEY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY: Historical Society President Bosley and Treasurer Olson met with District 
Manager Dan Paranick and Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka on 
January 26 to review the salary split of the park's employees. Ms. Bosley reported that 
they reviewed some material regarding the salary split, and stated that it will take some 
time to make a decision regarding how the salary split will be handled in the future. There 
will be an additional meeting(s) scheduled on this topic, and Ms. Bosley is optimistic that 
they will have reached a conclusion by the next Joint Park District/Historical Society 
Committee meeting. 

XI. UPDATE ON CIVIL WAR DAYS - 2021: Ms. Bosley reported that the March date to 
hold Civil War Days has been canceled. There is a weekend in May that is being held for 
a Historical Society event, and a few different ideas have been presented. Holding Civil 
War Days in May has been considered, but it will depend on the status of the Pandemic 
regulations. A decision will be made in early March as to whether or not to hold the Civil 
War Days event in May. 

XII. DISCUSSION REGARDING CHAIR DENNERT'S REQUEST THAT THE SIMI 
VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY CONSIDER CREATING A WEB-BASED 
VIRTUAL TOUR OF STRATHEARN HISTORICAL PARK: Nakaoka told the 
Committee that RSRPD Chair Dennert would like to see a web-based virtual tour of 
Strathearn Historical Park created, including pictures of the various buildings in the park. 
Ms. Valdez stated that there is already an audio tour of the park that can be accessed via 
the park's website. She spoke with Chair Dennert and determined that what he really was 
looking for was more of a school-based tour that would lead students on a tour and then 
allow them to break off into smaller discussion groups. Such a tour could be used as part 
of the third-grade study of the Chumash Indian culture. Due to the current Pandemic, the 
third-grade school tours have been put on hold, and Chair Dennert would like to see 
something like a video tour of the Chumash classroom with Docents describing the items 
in the classroom. Ms. Bosley stated that although this is a wonderful idea, the Docent 
volunteers, many of whom are quite elderly, are not comfortable doing a video of the 
training session at this time. There are currently just not enough volunteers to do such a 
program. 

Ms. Olson added that in the past, the students were hands on, and it would not be the same 
with a virtual tour, as the students would not be able to touch or interact with the different 
items in the classroom. 

Director O'Brien suggested possibly having the Leadership class take this on as a project, 
or perhaps do it as an Eagle Scout project. 

Ms. Bosley responded that she would be happy to revisit the idea if volunteers can be found 
who can be trained to do the school-focused video tour. She is aware that it is difficult for 
teachers who are having to teach online and for whom the Chumash Classroom tour had 
been a part of the classroom curriculum. 
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XIII. DISCUSSION REGARDING CHAIR DENNERT'S REQUEST THAT THE SALE OR 
USE OF THE CONFEDERATE FLAG BE ELIMINATED ON PARK DISTRICT 
PROPERTY EXCEPT FOR CIVIL WAR DAYS REENACTMENT PURPOSES: 
Nakaoka told the Committee that RSRPD Chair Dennert believes it is appropriate for Civil 
Way Days reenactors to display the Confederate Flag during the Civil War Days event, as 
this is a historical use of the flag. However, he believes it represents racial inequality and 
should not be sold at the park or by vendors at the Civil War Days event. Ms. Bosley 
responded that the Simi Store does not sell the Confederate Flag. She added that the 
Confederate States of America had a national flag, but when most people talk about the 
Confederate Flag, they are referring to the Battle Flag. California enacted a law in 2014 
which prohibits the state from displaying or selling the Battle Flag of the Confederacy or 
any similar image unless it appears in a way that serves an educational or historical purpose, 
and Stratheam Historical Park is following this law. There were a few vendors at previous 
Civil War Days events who were selling some Confederate items such as t-shirts, caps, 
flags, and other Confederate items, but the vendors have been instructed that they can no 
longer sell these items. The Confederate Battle Flag can only be used in situations where 
it is historically appropriate, such as during Civil War Days battles and at the encampments 
during Civil War Days. 

The Chair then gave the floor to Mr. Emmett Furlong to address this matter. Mr. Furlong 
is a Royal High School history teacher, and this period of history is discussed every year 
during the U.S. History class. He stated that the Confederate Flag was a flag associated 
with slavery, and people who wave it around are not being historically accurate. It does 
not represent equality, and he is in support of not having it sold or displayed except in 
situations which are historically accurate. 

Ms. Bosley then asked Mr. Furlong if he had attended last year's Civil War Days event. 
He responded that he had not been able to attend last year. He does, however, offer 
attendance at the Civil War Days event as an extra credit project for his students. He added 
that some of his students are interested in volunteer opportunities. 

Ms. Bosley mentioned that they have wonderful reenactors at the Civil War Days event. 
The reenactors stay in character the entire time, while the historical characters may dress 
according to the period being reenacted, but they will speak to guests and are not considered 
reenactors. She suggested that once school is back in session, Mr. Furlong might consider 
having her or some reenactors visit his classes. She can also recommend some other 
reenactments besides the Civil War Days event. Mr. Furlong stated that he would be in 
touch with Ms. Bosley during next year's school year. 

Mr. Furlong thanked the Committee for giving him the opportunity to express his views on 
this subject. 

XIV. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Ms. Freeman asked if the Historical Society is doing a 
fundraiser for the Historical Society's new book, On the Tapo. Ms. Bosley responded that 
they are doing a fundraiser to raise money to publish the book. They want to publish 1500 
copies, and the book will sell for about $30-$35, tax included. 
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Ms. Freeman said it is an intellectually stimulating and beautifully illustrated book, and 
should be of value beyond Simi Valley. 

Ms. Valdez told the Committee that a go-fund me page will be created. Anyone who 
donates a minimum of$250 will be named as a donor in the book, and anyone who donates 
between $500 and $1000 will receive a free book as well as being named as a donor in the 
book. 

Director Freeman told the Committee that she will not be able to attend the March meeting, 
but RSRPD Vice Chair O'Brien will be in attendance and will be able to chair the meeting. 

XV. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: March I, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. 

XVI. ADJOURN MEETING: The meeting was adjourned by RSRPD Director Freeman at 6:22 
p.m. 

eNakaoka ~2 

irector of Planning & Maintenance 
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